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Animal diggers 

 

What a treasure!            
by Jane and Will Hillenbrand 
E HIL 
Mole digs with his new shovel, 
finding useful things for the other 
animals and a new friend for 
himself. 
 
 

 

Dig wait listen: a desert 
toad’s tale by April Pulley Sayre 

E SAY 
A spadefoot toad waits under the 
sand for rain, hears the sounds of 
other desert animals, and 
eventually mates and spawns other 
toads.  

 

Last song: a poem           
by James Guthrie 
E GUT                        
A squirrel family spends the day 
together--waking, playing, and 
nestling down to sleep under the 
eye of a watchful parent. Based on 
an old Scottish poem. 
 

 

Gem by Holly Hobbie 

E HOB  
Through her watercolor paintings, 
the author vividly depicts the 
journey of a toad in its natural 
habitat, from early springtime mud 
to the lily pads of summer, in this 
nearly wordless book about 
survival and renewal.  

 

See me dig by Paul Meisel 

ER MEI                       
A group of dogs that loves to dig 
has a fun-filled day of making 
mischief, in this easy-to-read story 
that is a sequel to the Geisel-
winning See Me Run. 
 
 
 
 

 

Roslyn Rutabaga and 
the biggest hole on 
earth! by Marie-Louise Gay 

E GAY 
Roslyn Rutabaga is a rabbit who 
has a plan to dig the biggest hole 
on earth. Will she succeed?  
 
 

HERE IS A BUNNY 
Here is a bunny with ears so funny. 
Here is his hole in the ground. 
When a noise he hears,     (Clap hands sharply) 
He pricks up his ears— 
And jumps in his hole in the ground. 

 
ANIMALS UNDERGROUND 

by Lucia Kemp Henry 

Here is the mole that lives underground. 
Here are the ants in their underground town. 
Here is a mouse in her warm little den. 
Here are the worms and there are ten. 
Here is the turtle where he likes to hide. 
Here are the toads sitting side by side. 
All of these creatures live underground. 
Look very closely or they’ll never be found! 
From Nature Boxes for Early Childhood Educators, Debbi Williams, Story 
County Conservation Board 

 

TWO LITTLE CHIPMUNKS 
Two little chipmunks digging through a hill 
 One called Jack and one called Jill 
 Dig away Jack, dig away Jill 
 Come back Jack, come back Jill 
 

MEERKATS TOGETHERS 
(Tune: Bingo) 

There is an animal that lives in groups 
And Meerkat is its name-o. 
M-E-E-R-Kat! M-E-E-R-Kat! M-E-E-R-Kat!  
And Meerkat is its name-o. 
 

SLOWLY, SLOWLY, VERY SLOWLY 
Slowly, slowly, very slowly creeps the garden snail. 
Slowly, slowly, very slowly, up the garden grail. 
But then… 
Quickly, quickly, very quickly goes the little mouse. 
Quickly, quickly, very quickly, all around the house! 
 

DOGS IN THE DIRT 
Ten little doggies went out one day 
To dig in the dirt and play, play, play. 
Five were spotted, and five were not, 
and at dinner time they ate a lot! 
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Activities from http://www.willhillenbrand.com, based the book What a Treasure, by Will and Jane Hillenbrand (E WIL): 
WHAT A TREASURE 

(Tune: Frère Jacques) 
From Jennifer McKinney, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 

What a treasure, what a treasure 
Mole did find, mole did find. 
He found a shell for snail! He found a shell for snail! 
What a find, what a find 
...He found a twig for bird! He found a twig for bird! … 
...He found a nut for squirrel! He found a nut for 
squirrel! … 
...He found a brand new friend! He found a brand new 
friend! … 
 

DIGGING SONG 
(Tune: Row Your Boat) 

Dig, dig, dig a hole 
Dig it in the ground 
Dig until you find a treasure 
Tell me what you've found 
 
(Name something)… Stick, stick, stick we've found 
Found it in the hole 
I will give it to a (bird) 
A treasure from a mole. 

Help Mole dig the tunnel that leads to his new friends: 

 
©PA One Book Every Young Child, 2010. 
Please reproduce this template for the use of your educational program. 

http://www.willhillenbrand.com/

